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Short Bio

I am an Italian entomologist interested in unravelling the historical and present-day factors responsible for species
distributions.

I obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Biological Sciences and a Master’s degree in Biology, both from the University of
Florence. My research journey began early in my academic career, working as an independent researcher on
behavioural ecology and then shifting to invasion biology. My interests later expanded into genetics, particularly
butterfly phylogeography, during an Erasmus placement at the Butterfly Diversity and Evolution Lab (BDEL) at
the Institute of Evolutionary Biology (CSIC-UPF) in Barcelona. For my Master’s thesis, and as a Research Assistant
at BDEL working on a National Geographic-funded project, I studied the migration of the Painted Lady butterfly
(Vanessa cardui), focusing on citizen science and collection management. Meanwhile, I continued my work on ant
and butterfly diversity and barcoding which led me to work as a Research Assistant at the ZEN Lab (University of
Florence). By obtaining the prestigious “la Caixa” Doctoral Fellowship I was able to start my PhD at the BDEL.
During my PhD I gathered and generated massive genetic datasets both on ants and butterflies and used them to
explore the processes shaping biodiversity patterns, described two ant species new to science and reported invasive
species. Supported by a Marie Sklodowska-Curie Action fellowship, I now investigate the genomic legacy of major
human transitions in Mediterranean ants throughout history at the Museum fiir Naturkunde Berlin.

Over the course of my 12-year academic career, I have published 97 peer-reviewed articles and three book
chapters, with 24 as first author and 18 as senior author, and with more than 340 co-authors (86% international).
I'am an advocate for open access, open-source research, and I am a curator of the citizen science platform iNaturalist.

Fellowships and Appointments

01/07/2025 — present Marie Sklodowska-Curie Action Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Museum fiir
Naturkunde Berlin, Germany. 202,125.12 €.

19/06/2025 (renounced)  Juan de la Cierva 2024 postdoctoral grant, Spain.

01/05/2024 — 31/12/2024 Research Assistant at the Butterfly Diversity and Evolution Lab, Institute of
Evolutionary Biology (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain. Supported by Expanding Insect
Genomics (EXIGEN) project.

15/10/2020 — 15/10/2023 “la Caixa” Doctoral Fellowship INPhINIT Retaining (grant LCF/BQ/DR20/11790020).
122,592¢€.

13/03/2020 — 12/09/2020 Research Assistant at the Numerical and Experimental Zoology Lab, Department of
Biology, University of Florence, Italy. Phylogeography of Mediterranean butterflies.

01/06/2018 — 30/10/2019 Research Assistant at the Butterfly Diversity and Evolution Lab, Institute of
Evolutionary Biology (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain. Butterfly migration project,
supported by National Geographic and Barcelona Zoo Foundation.

Education

15/10/2020 — 7/06/2024 PhD, Programme in Biomedicine, Department of Medicine and Life Sciences,
Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona, Spain. Thesis: Exploring the genetic diversity of
European ants and butterflies. Supervisors: Roger Vila Ujaldon & Leonardo Dapporto.

Defended and awarded June 7 2024. Excellent cum laude.
UPF Extraordinary Award. CSIC Relevant Thesis Award.
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- 02/06 —2/09/2022 Visiting scientist: W. Szafer Institute of Botany (Polish Academy of Sciences),
Krakow, Poland. Host: Tomasz Suchan.

13/10/2014 — 23/01/2020 Master Degree in Biology, University of Florence (ltaly).
Advisor: Leonardo Dapporto; Co-advisors: Gerard Talavera and Roger Vila.

110 cum laude/110

- 25/04 — 4/05/2019  Visiting scientist: Laboratory of Molecular Analyses, W. Szafer Institute of Botany
(Polish Academy of Sciences), Krakow, Poland. Host: Tomasz Suchan.

-01/04 —2/09/2016 Erasmus traineeship: Butterfly Diversity and Evolution Lab, Institut de Biologia
Evolutiva (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain. Host: Roger Vila Ujaldon.

20/09/2009 — 23/07/2014 Bachelor’s Degree in Biological Sciences, University of Florence (Italy).
Advisor: Rita Cervo; Co-advisor: Alessandro Cini.

101/110

-17-23/08/2014 Traineeship, trapping red squirrels (Sciurus vulgaris), Gran Paradiso National
Park, Aosta Valley, Italy. Supervisor: Sandro Bertolino.

-03-08/2013 Traineeship, early detection of the invasive grey squirrels (Sciurus carolinensis),
Arezzo (Italy). Supervisors: Sandro Lovari.
-06-07/2012 Student intern, studying the personality in the social wasp Polistes dominula.

Supervisors: Rita Cervo.
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Google Scholar Scopus
Total citations 2,828 2,030
h-index 33 27
i10-index 72 63
Teaching

Zoology, Universitat Pompeu Fabra (UPF), Barcelona. (BSc course, Teaching Assistant 60 hours)
Zoology, Universitat Pompeu Fabra (UPF), Barcelona. (BSc course, Teaching Assistant, 60 hours)
Animal biodiversity, University of Florence. (MSc course, contributor)

Climate change and ecophysiology, University of Florence. (MSc course, contributor)

Animal biodiversity, University of Florence. (MSc course, contributor)

Supervision
Michele Bertoncini (Co-Supervisor MSc thesis Biology, University of Pisa, Italy). “Ants of the Tuscan

Archipelago: an updated checklist with a special focus on Giannutri island”.

Mobnica Rodriguez Montoya (PhD Advisory Committee, Instituto de Ecologia A.C. (INECOL),
México). 2025-ongooing.

Maria Serracanta Ferndndez (Co-supervisor BSe final work Genetics, Universitat Autonoma de
Barcelona, Spain). “COI DNA barcoding in ants, keystones of the global Earth ecosystem”.

Elisabetta Sbrega (Co-supervisor extracurricular traineeship, 2" year master student in Cell Biology
and Technology, La Sapienza Universita di Roma, Italy). Carried at the Butterfly Diversity and Evolution
Lab, Institut de Biologia Evolutiva (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain.

Mireia Garreta Navo (Co-supervisor curricular traineeship, 4" year bachelor student in Environmental
Biology at the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain). Carried at the Butterfly Diversity and
Evolution Lab, Institut de Biologia Evolutiva (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain.

Maria Serracanta Ferndndez (Co-supervisor extracurricular traineeship, 2" year bachelor student in
Genetic at the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Spain). Carried at the Butterfly Diversity and
Evolution Lab, Institut de Biologia Evolutiva (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain.

Lorenzo Pasquali (Co-supervisor MSec thesis Natural Sciences, University of Florence, Italy). “Impact of
climate change on future demography and genetic differentiation in five high mountain butterflies (Erebia

spp.)”.
Silvia Sernissi (Co-supervisor BSc thesis Biological Sciences, University of Florence, Italy). “The

contribution of monitoring and citizen science to the knowledge of butterflies of the Casentinesi Forest
National Park”.

Giulia Magini (Co-supervisor curricular traineeship, 3™ year bachelor student in Natural Sciences,
University of Florence, Italy). Carried at the Numerical and Experimental Zoology Lab, Department of
Biology, University of Florence, Italy.

Sofia Sapienti (Co-supervisor curricular traineeship, 3™ year bachelor student in Natural Sciences,
University of Florence, Italy). Carried at the Numerical and Experimental Zoology Lab, Department of
Biology, University of Florence, Italy.



Matteo Dal Cin (Co-supervisor curricular traineeship, 3 year bachelor student in Natural Sciences,
University of Florence, Italy). Carried at the Numerical and Experimental Zoology Lab, Department of
Biology, University of Florence, Italy.

(2019) Chiara Chessa (Co-supervisor BSc thesis Biology, Sapienza Universita di Roma, Italy). “Parrocchetto dal
collare e parrocchetto monaco in Italia: aggiornamento dello stato attuale delle popolazioni.”

(2019) Mattia Ricci (Co-supervisor BSc thesis Natural Sciences, Universita di Siena, Italy).

Projects

2025-2027: The genomic legacy of major human transitions in Mediterranean ants across history (AntTRAILS).
HORIZON-MSCA-2024-PF-01 (101206623). Principal investigator: Mattia Menchetti. 202,125.12 €

2020- 2023: The Genetic map of European ants. Grant LCF/BQ/DR20/11790020, “la Caixa” Doctoral Fellowship
INPhINIT Retaining. “La Caixa” Foundation (ID 100010434). Principal investigator: Mattia Menchetti. Research
funding 10,692€.

Member of Projects

2023-2026: Expanding Insect Genomics (EXIGEN) (PID2022-139689NB-100). Plan Nacional [+D+i.
(MCIN/AEIERDF). Principal investigator: Roger Vila. 252,500€

2020-2023: Genomics of speciation in butterflies (GENOMAR) (PID2019-107078GB-100). Plan Nacional [+D+i.
(MCIN/AEI). Principal investigator: Roger Vila. 179,000€

2020: Genomica de la especiacion en organismos no-modelo: explorando el continuo de diversificacion en las
mariposas Europeas (2019AEPOS59). Ayudas Extraordinarias para la preparacion de proyectos 2019. Plan Nacional
I+D+i. Ministerio de Ciencia, Innovacion y Universidades. Principal investigator: Roger Vila. 10,607€

2021-2024: Behavioral and ecological genomics of insect migration (ENTOMIGROME) (PID2020-117739GA-100).
Plan Nacional [+D+i. Spanish Ministerio de Economia y Competitividad. Principal investigator: Gerard Talavera.
196,000€

2019-2021: Genetic and climatic assessment to reintroduce the butterfly Fuchloe bazae in Catalonia. Barcelona Zoo
Foundation, Grants for in situ species and habitat research and/or conservation projects. Principal investigator: Roger
Vila. 15,000€

2018-2020: The longest butterfly migration: monitoring and conservation of the Painted Lady butterfly breeding
sanctuaries in tropical Africa (WW1-300R-18). RFPs for Long-Distance Animal Migration. National Geographic
Society. Principal investigator: Gerard Talavera. $147,000

2018: Mediterranean butterflies meet the lions: An African monitoring network to study and preserve trans-Saharan
migrations. Barcelona Zoo Foundation Pric Grant Application. Principal investigator: Gerard Talavera. 8,000€

2016-2019: Speciation genomics in non-model organisms: exploring the diversification continuum in European
butterflies (RADMAR) (CGL2016-76322-P). Plan Nacional I+D+i. (AEI/FEDER, UE). Principal investigator:
Roger Vila. 179,080€

2015-2018: MIGRATION— The most cosmopolitan animal migration: phylogeography and population genomics of
the butterfly Vanessa cardui (FP7-PEOPLE-2013-10F 622716). Marie Curie Actions— International Outgoing
Fellowships (IOF). Scientist in Charge/Coordinator: Roger Vila. Research Fellow: Gerard Talavera. 254,474€

2015-2017: Eco-PhyloGeo— Linking phylogeography to ecology: extracting rules for butterfly biodiversity at large
spatial scale (H2020-MSCA-IF-2014-EF 658844). Marie Curie Actions—European Fellowships (EF). Scientist in
Charge/Coordinator: Roger Vila. Research Fellow: Leonardo Dapporto. 170,122€

2014-2016: Dynamics of Mediterranean butterflies in a phylogeographic framework: mapping genetic diversity
across time and space (DynaGen) (CGL2013-48277-P). Plan Nacional I+D+i. Spanish Ministerio de Economia y
Competitividad. Principal investigator: Roger Vila. 181,500€



2014-2015: Deep Africa project: The mystery of the European butterflies vanishing into the Sahara (9528-1).
Committee for Research & Exploration. National Geographic Society. Principal investigator: Roger Vila. $19,000

Member of Research Groups/Consortia

2024-current: Utilizing 10,000 genomes of European Lepidoptera (10kLepGenomes). COST Action CA23122.
COST (European Cooperation in Science and Technology). Action Chair: Niklas Wahlberg; Action Vice Chair: Vlad
Eugen Dinca.

2023-current: Grup de Recerca Consolidat (SGR) Biodiversity Generalitat de Catalunya (2021 SGR 00420).
Principal investigator: Rosa Fernandez. 60,000€.

2014-2017: European network on invasive parakeets: Understanding invasion dynamics and risks to agriculture and
society (ParrotNet). COST Action ES1304. COST (European Cooperation in Science and Technology). Action Chair:
Jim Groombridge; Action Vice Chair: Diederik Strubbe.

Field Experience

Countries where field work activities have been carried, with the approximate number of field work days in brackets:
Italy (195), Spain (90), Poland (20), Senegal (9), Benin (13), Morocco (9), Papua New Guinea (9), Tunisia (8),
Philippines (8), Ethiopia (8), Bosnia (6), Israel (3), Switzerland (1), France (1), Germany (1).

I have lead field expeditions in Italy, Spain, Bosnia, Ethiopia, and Philippines.

Awards

2025 CSIC Relevant Thesis Award; Spanish National Research Council (CSIC) year 2024.

2025 UPF PhD thesis Extraordinary Award; Pompeu Fabra University (UPF) academic year 2023-2024.

2013 Best poster award. 2° Convegno Nazionale sui Piccoli Mammiferi, Ercolano, Naples (Italy); 24-
25/10/2013.

2013 Best poster award. IX Incontro dottorandi in ecologia e scienze ambientali, Milan (Italy); 15-18/04/2013.
Languages
Italian (Mother-tongue), English (C1), Spanish (B2), Catalan (A2).
Scientific Societies

2023-present Member of the International Society of Hymenopterists.

2020-present  Founder member Italian Lepidopterist Association (Associazione Lepidotterologica Italiana, ALI).
Service Activities

Sanger-accredited genome curator: Actively contributing to the curation of Lepidoptera genomes (n=2) together
with the genome curation team at the Tree of Life Programme (ToL) of the Wellcome Sanger Institute, Cambridge.
February 2025 — ongoing. www.projectpsyche.org/theorganisation/theorganisation-psyche-genome-curators.
Communication Office Member: scientific society Italian Association of Mammology (Associazione Teriologica
Italiana, ATIt).

Congress Organizing Committee: XI Congress of the Italian Mammal Society (Florence, 20-22 June 2018),
organized by the Italian Association of Mammology (Associazione Teriologica Italiana, ATIt).

Student Organizing Committee: Biodiversity Seminars at the Institute of Evolutionary Biology (CSIC—Universitat
Pompeu Fabra), Barcelona, Spain (2021-2022).

Bioblitz Organizing Committee: “BioBlitz Prata 2016™; “Virtual Bioblitz 2020”; “Bioblitz Festa delle Farfalle
2020”.
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Outreach Organization Workshop: “Butterfly Week 2016: Island biogeography, from fieldwork to data analysis
(Aeolian islands, 29/04-07/05/2016)”.

Reviewer [12 journals]: Systematic Entomology; Myrmecological News; International Journal of Pest
Management; Biodiversity Data Journal; Sociobiology; Journal of Zoology; Biologia; Arxius de Miscel-lania
Zoologica; Revista Catalana d'Ornitologia; Biogeographia; Polish Journal of Entomology; Journal of Asia-Pacific

Entomology.
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23-26/10/2023
17/11/2021

30/04/2020
30/09/2018

08/03/2017

20-24/06/2016
07-10/05/2014

27/01/2014
24-25/10/2013
15/02/2013
24-27/09/2012
12/06/2012

09-11/05/2012

(5-9/05/2025)

(3-14/02/2025)

(11-13/12/2024)

(31/07-10/08/2023)

(22-24/03/2023)

(22/10-30/11/2022)

(7-11/03/2022)

(1-5/02/2021)

(7-13/01/2021)
(2-5/05/2017)

Menchetti M. et al., XII European Congress of Entomology, Heraklion, Crete (Greece). Talk
Menchetti M. et al., V Iberian Congress of Biological Systematics, Madrid (Spain). Talk
Menchetti M., Seminar MSc Biology, Ateneo de Manila University, The Philippines. Online
Invited Talk

Menchetti M. et al., XI AISASP Student Meeting, Parma (online). Talk

Menchetti M. & Suchan T., Lecture at the Wondo Genet College of Forestry and Natural
Resources (Ethiopia). Invited Talk

Menchetti M., “ParrotNet WG/MC meeting” organised by ParrotNet COST Action ES1304.
Gadot (Israel). Invited Talk

Menchetti M. et al., XXV Congresso Nazionale Italiano di Entomologia. Padova (Italy). Talk
Menchetti M. et al., IX Congresso Nazionale di Teriologia. Civitella Alfedena, L’ Aquila (Italy).
Poster

Menchetti M., Formative day “Areali che cambiano in un mondo che cambia”, Sede Riserva Selva
del Lamone, Farnese, Viterbo (Italy). Invited Talk

Menchetti M. et al., Secondo Convegno Nazionale Piccoli Mammiferi, Ercolano, Napoli (Italy).
Poster

Menchetti M. et al., 3° AISASP Student Meeting, Florence (Italy). Poster

Menchetti M. et al., 73° Congresso dell’Unione Zoologica Italiana. Florence (Italy). Poster
Mori E. & Menchetti M., Seminar MSc Conservation and Evolution, University of Pisa, Pisa,
Italy. Talk

Menchetti M. et al., VIII Congresso Nazionale di Teriologia. Piacenza. Poster

Courses

AGCTually Annotating Genomes. Organized by the Institute of Evolutionary Biology (CSIC-
Universitat Pompeu Fabra). 5-day workshop, 40 hours. Institute of Evolutionary Biology
(CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain.

Project Psyche Genome Curation Workshop. As part of the COST Action CA23122.
Organized by Dr. Charlotte Wright (COST Action WG2 Leader), Dr. Joana Meier (Group
Leader), and Prof. Mark Blaxter (Group Leader, Wellcome Sanger Institute). Held at the
Wellcome Sanger Institute, Cambridge, United Kingdom.

Introduction to Ecological Niche Modeling. Organized by the Zoological Systematics and
Evolution Research Group (2021SGR689), Institut de Recerca de la Biodiversitat (IRBio),
and the PhD Program in Biodiversity, University of Barcelona. Held at the Faculty of
Biology, University of Barcelona, Spain.

The Ant Course. Organised by Brian L. Fisher and Jacob Yombai. Sponsored by California
Academy of Sciences and The National Science Foundation. Held at New Guinea Binatang
Research Center, Papua New Guinea.

Short Course in Geometric Morphometrics. Dean C. Adams (Iowa State University).
Institute of Evolutionary Biology (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain.

Short Course in Biostatistics. Dean C. Adams (Ilowa State University). Institute of
Evolutionary Biology (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain.

Model-Based Statistical Inference in Evolutionary Biogeography. Online Course — 2nd
Edition. Organized by Transmitting Science. Taught by Dr. Nick Matzke (University of
Auckland, New Zealand)

Big data Biogeography — Species occurrences through space and time. Online workshop.
Organized by Physalia-courses.

Theory and Practice in Metabarcording for Biodiversity. Organised by the iBioGenProject.

Introduction to the Systematics of Terrestrial Arthropods. Held at the Natural History
Museum, University of Florence, Italy.
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(2020 —2021)

(2015 — 2022)
(2014 — 2018)

(03/2011 - 02/2013)

Other Activities

Webmaster www.lepidoptera.life. Creation and curation of the Italian Lepidopterist
Association (Associazione Lepidotterologica Italiana, ALI) website.

Webmaster www .butteflyweek.com. Creation and curation of the Butterfly Week website.

Webmaster www.onychium.it. Creation and curation of the website Website creation and
curation for the peer-reviewed open access entomological journal Onychium (now closed).

Volunteer in the herpetological rescue centre “Fondazione Paolo Malenotti” (Parco
Mediceo in Pratolino, Florence, Italy).
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